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A Word of Welcome
A warm welcome to you! The theme of our Lenten midweek services this year is Vision
Problems. In this calendar year 2020, we will consider what keeps us from having
spiritual 20/20 vision, using analogies from the physical vision problems many of us
have, and seeing how people in the Passion Story displayed these problems in a spiritual
way. Tonight we will consider the problem of Glaucoma. The Lord be with you and bless
our time together in His Word and prayer.

HYMN O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe

Tune and text: Public domain

Psalm

1Vindicate

me, O God, and defend my cause
against an ungodly | people,*
from the deceitful and unjust man
de- | liver me!
2For you are the God in whom I take refuge;
why have you re- | jected me?*
Why do I go about mourning
because of the oppression of the | enemy?
3Send

out your light and your truth;
let them | lead me;*
let them bring me to your holy hill
and to your | dwelling!
4Then I will go to the altar of God,
to God my ex- | ceeding joy,*
and I will praise you with the lyre,
O | God, my God.
5Why

are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?*
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my salvation | and my God.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Psalm 43

HYMN O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace
[for Lent 2020]

2 Help us
to see Christ’s sav-ing love, All
He for us ac - comp - lished
3 Then when the trials of life draw nigh I
see in full - est mea - sure
4 And when our earth - ly race is run
Death’s bit - ter hour im- pend- ing,

When He de - scend - ed from a - bove And sin and death He van-quished.
My Sav - ior lift - ed up on high My
life to Him a trea - sure
Grant that Thy work in us
be - gun Con - tin - ue to
life’s end - ing.

My doubt and blind - ness, dread and fear, Are ov - er - come when
Our Sav - ior sees our help - less - ness, And comes to help in
And when my time on earth doth end, Called forth by Him who

He draws near,
all
dis - tress:
calls me friend,

His
His
I’ll

heal - ing
watch - ful
see
His

touch be eye ne’er
glo - ry

Text: v. 1 - Bartholmäus Ringwaldt, 1532-99; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 1851-1929, alt.
v. 2-4 - James and Robert Douthwaite
Music: Public domain.

stow - ing.
sleep - eth.
ev - er!

Reading

1 Kings 12:1-20
1Rehoboam

went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him king. 2And as
soon as Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King
Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3And they sent and called him, and Jeroboam and all the
assembly of Israel came and said to Rehoboam, 4“Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore
lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke on us, and we will serve you.” 5He said to
them, “Go away for three days, then come again to me.” So the people went away.
6Then

King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had stood before Solomon his
father while he was yet alive, saying, “How do you advise me to answer this people?” 7And they said to
him, “If you will be a servant to this people today and serve them, and speak good words to them when
you answer them, then they will be your servants forever.” 8But he abandoned the counsel that the old
men gave him and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him and stood before him.
9And he said to them, “What do you advise that we answer this people who have said to me, ‘Lighten the
yoke that your father put on us’?” 10And the young men who had grown up with him said to him, “Thus
shall you speak to this people who said to you, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but you lighten it for
us,’ thus shall you say to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s thighs. 11And now, whereas
my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I
will discipline you with scorpions.’”
12So

Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king said, “Come to me
again the third day.” 13And the king answered the people harshly, and forsaking the counsel that the old
men had given him, 14he spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men, saying, “My father
made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will
discipline you with scorpions.” 15So the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of affairs
brought about by the LORD that he might fulfill his word, which the LORD spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite
to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.
16And

when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king,
“What portion do we have in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O Israel!
Look now to your own house, David.” So Israel went to their tents. 17But Rehoboam reigned over the
people of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah. 18Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was
taskmaster over the forced labor, and all Israel stoned him to death with stones. And King Rehoboam
hurried to mount his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 19So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of
David to this day. 20And when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to
the assembly and made him king over all Israel. There was none that followed the house of David but the
tribe of Judah only.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Reading

John 18:28 - 19:16a

28Then

they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was early
morning. They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be defiled,
but could eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring
against this man?” 30They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered
him over to you.” 31Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The
Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32This was to fulfill the word that
Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going to die.
33So

Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about
me?” 35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to
me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of
this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But
my kingdom is not from the world.” 37Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered,
“You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world
—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate said to him,
“What is truth?”
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him.
you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to
release to you the King of the Jews?” 40They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now
Barabbas was a robber.
39But

1Then

Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and
put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 4Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing
him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 5So Jesus came out, wearing the crown
of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 6When the chief priests and the
officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves
and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to
that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 8When Pilate heard this
statement, he was even more afraid. 9He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are
you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you
not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 11Jesus answered him, “You
would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who
delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”
12From

then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you
are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13So when Pilate heard
these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone
Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about
the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15They cried out, “Away with him, away with
him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We
have no king but Caesar.” 16So he delivered him over to them to be crucified.

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Responsory (Lent)

LSB 230

Sermon
Canticle

Magnificat

LSB 231

The Great Litany

Lord’s Prayer

Collect in Time of Pestilence
Collect for Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus

LSB 234

Benediction

LSB 234

(concluding hymn on next page)

HYMN All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night

5

D6

When in the night I sleepless lie,
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
No pow’rs of darkness me molest.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Tune and text: Public domain
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